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By Mark VanDooren 

Attempting to look the part of a com- 
puter-savvy Redeemer student, | diligently 
searched the web for information on “Wired 
Campuses” (campusi?). After a minimum 
of download time, I came across an inter- 
esting section of the Acadia University 
home page, which gave me all the pertinent 
information about the “Acadia Advantage”. 
For those who know as much as | did five 
days ago, the Acadia Advantage is the “aca- 
demic initiative that integrates the use of 
notebook computers into the undergradu- 
ate curriculum.” 

The work done at Acadia seems simi- 
lar to the aspirations here at Redeemer. 
Notebook computers on every lap, e-mail 
and class information flying across the web 
at the speed of ... electrons. With your 
laptop, you have the power of browsing the 
library, leaving messages for professors and 
friends, surfing the internet--using the com- 
puter as a tool to enhance the work you do 
in and out of class. How nice. But why all 
the computers? And why now? 

Computers have become a part of our 
lives. In 1994, almost 50% of working Ca- 
nadians used computers at work, up from 
15% in 1985. Unfortunately, this statistic 
does not give us the extent of the use of the 

the job. When I worked in a 
candy warehouse, I used the computer ev- 
ery day, but only for updating inventory. 
Not exactly a position in need of enhanced 
computer proficiency. 

But I digress. Back to Acadia (for those 
brimming with school spirit, | beg forgive- 
ness for mentioning another university in 
this article), another school claiming “lib- 
eral education”. The Acadia Advantage 
would seek to “continue a tradition of ex- 
cellence in liberal education by offering you 
a unique opportunity to broaden your hori- 
zons further and faster than anywhere else - 
an opportunity to put yourself ahead of the 
crowd.” The president of Acadia believes, 
“we are moving the classroom into a new, 
dynamic, and exciting environment that will 
bring students and faculty together in a fash- 
ion that has never before occurred.” | be- 
lieve his inspiring sentence sums up a large 


Have You Seen 
Spiderman? 
Big Reward for 
information 
_ |concerning the 
whereabouts 


of our 2-D 


“CROWN 


Redeemer College's Community Paper 


Caught in the Web 


The Wired Campus hits Redeemer College 


REDEEMER 


CROWN - 


: 


oe: 


ee 


concern I have with respect to wiring our 
halls. 

Lhave watched the computers in the lab 
for two-years now. I think I-can safely as- 
sume that what Redeemer students are us- 


using their notebooks for in the future. [ 
see essays being written, e-mail being sent, 
webs searched, chat lines opened, problems 
solved on spreadsheets. But it is far from 
exciting. Apart from playing my muds (try 
nadrak.prophecy.lu 9000, it’s great), I find 
the excitement level in the computer lab, 
well, low. Computers are not excitement- 
in-a-box. They are tools. 

Many people would seem opposed to 
the idea of a Wired Redeemer. Some real- 
ize their handicaps when it comes to com- 
puters, and would rather use pen and paper. 
Science students will realize quickly the 
difficulty in making molecular models on 
the computer. Then, there are people like 
me who always look at the negative, as in: 
can Redeemer back up its computers with 
the services needed? 

In order for the goal of a Wired Cam- 
pus to be accomplished, the notebook com- 
puters must stay up to date. This means 
updating the software every, what, twelve 
days? At Acadia, as with all public univer- 
sities, there is a User Support Centre for 
computer problems and questions, The 
board of Acadia University decided that, in 
order for the notebook revolution to work, 
the Support Centre must be open almost 80 
hours per week. As well, all repairs or re- 
placements to the notebook would be com- 
pleted within two hours. Insurance cover- 
age is in place, in case of theft. Old com- 
puter rooms, now defunct, are restocked 
with laser printers and specialized computer 
programs. With the rewiring comes other 
advantages, like voice-mail, a calling card 
that uses the new lines, and cable leads in 
different areas throughout the campus. 


Can we manage this at Redeemer? We 
have all seen Chris Knowles tackle a bro- 
ken hard drive with Spock-like proficiency, 
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yet he cannot do all of this himself. Our 
part-time computer staff would have some 
trouble keeping up with updating and re- 
pairing; already the task of keeping our rela- 
Uyely few comp»yters up and running is dif- 


- ficult. Unless | am missing something ex- 


tremely obvious, | can only conclude that 
more computer staff must be hired, full- 
time. Due to the financial troubles that Re- 
deemer went through the last few years, they 
were forced to lay off two people (one of 
whom is back now). And how many extra 
bodies would the “Redeemer Advantage” 
add to the roster? One? Nine? As you may 
have noticed, I know little about how such 
things operate. 

Redeemer is constantly changing be- 
cause its people are constantly changing. 
Every year more and more of us are fluent 
in binary, and this affects the way we learn. 


The computer gives us connections to staff 


and friends, and access to information that 
old methods could never give. But what of 
the other ways we learn, what of the advan- 
tages Redeemer already has? The small 
class sizes make speaking to professors 
simple, and they do not make you feel stu- 
pid when you ask questions in or out of 
class. My first year of university was spent 
in the Engineering program at Guelph Uni- 
versity, where we knew nothing and the 
professors knew everything. | tried using 
e-mail to contact elusive teachers many 
times, but answers sent over e-mail can 
hardly compare to the knowledge required 
when you sit down with your professor. 
And for information gathering, what about 
the library? Books seem frowned upon be- 
cause you can’t play Doom on them, but a 
computer semi-literate like myself finds 
them helpful, and enjoyable. 

I think that giving everyone a notebook 
computer is a fantastic idea, but | do not 
know if this is the direction Redeemer 
should be going at this time. This is the 
first year that Redeemer is financially se- 
cure in all respects, with increased enroll- 
ment and paid-off bank loans. | do not think 
we as a school community should now im- 
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mediately plunge our physical and finan- 
cial fingers into another pie. Let’s see what 
our community thinks about this issue 
There is an open forum on this subject, Oc- 
tober 20 in the main foyer @ 
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Fall has officially arrived, her- 
alded by the chaotic downward march 
of coloured leaves. If I found a 
woman wearing a perfume called 
Rotting Leaves in Autumn, I'd be hers 
forever. Yes, I love Fall. The sway- 
ing, balding branches almost sing as —@ 
the wind plays over them, The 
scrunching leaves underfoot make me feel 
like a giant, walking through a village of 
hapless humans. On my walks home, my 
legs slow down ever so little, just to enjoy 
the rustling calmness of Fall. I love the 
change the season brings over the landscape. 


Change is good. I’m sure I would curse 
the stupid leaves if they kept falling day af- 
ter day after... but this doesn’t happen. And 
being a university student, change is a big 
part of my life. My job is to get along with 
446 other people, and to do that I have to 
soften some of the angles of my personality 
(when it should be them changing for me, 
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of course). When I finally leave Redeemer 
College to pursue bigger and better things, 
I will not be the same guy who walked into 
the Admissions Office a year ago, to regis- 
ter just three days before classes began. 
Often we are told that with age comes wis- 
dom, but I think this is not a whole truth. 
Wisdom comes from experience, from tack- 
ling problems and not avoiding them. The 
wise are those that may have been a little 
foolish, but do not regret their actions. They 
are who they are today because of what they 
did in all the yesterdays. After four years 
of university education, Mark will be a little 


wiser, calmer, and more able to take his 
place in society. He might even stop talk- 
ing in the third person. Change is the 
different methods in which I approach and 
solve the problems thrown at me by this 
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This CROWN tackles the issue of a 
“wired campus”. A big change for all of 
us, whether we go through with it or not. 
Most certainly the idea of a more computer- 
integrated class setting is nothing new, but 
it has become very real for us as Redeemer 
students. Everyone has a different list of 
pros and cons concerning this influx of 
IBM. But let’s not accept or reject this 
wiredness simply because it is a change. 
Remember, change isn’t a novel concept, 
This is supposed to be an action to benefit 
the entire school community, so that means 
we must be involved. Be involved. Make 
your own changes @ 


The Other Side 


Looking around, William suddenly felt slightly conspicuous 


The Ride of your Life 


Just after the last clank of 
the safety chain dog informs ev- 
eryone on board that they have 
reached the track’s peak, you im- 
mediately realize that the entire 
theme park is within view. Un- 
fortunately, you are not here to 
sight-see. An imminent drop 
awaits as the pull chain lets go, and sud- 
denly you find yourself caught in a stom- 
ach churning free fall as misplaced G forces 
pin you to the back of your seat and a brac- 
ing wind races through your hair. Follow- 
ing the first plunge and a number of highly 
banked helixes and elaborately designed in- 
terlocking loops, you desperately try to re- 
gain breath, bracing yourself for a rapidly 
approaching corkscrew with the hope that 
your digestive system decides to stay inside 
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today. Finally, you hear the welcome sound 
of the screeching trim brakes and delighted 
cheering of the two girls in front of you. 
Your only permanent memory of the entire 
ride is walking off the unloading platform, 
sore from the aftermath of one too many 
Camel Backs, and amazed that your head is 
still in place after that last Fin Del Capo. 
These are the patented effects of a roller 
coaster, and it can be the experience of our 
faith life too. 
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How often have you ascended life’s 
highs, only to plunge down some 60 de- 
gree slope? How many times have you 
been on the straight track, only to be pitched 
into an inverted fan curve? The life of a 
college student can be full of ups and downs 
and situations that throw us off track. One 
minute, everything is awesome, the next, 
everything falls apart. 

The great thing about the Redeemer 
College experience is that our education is 
not only limited to the roller coaster of life 
and academics. We find comfort within the 
fact that this place has been founded on the 
firm foundations of Biblical faith and 
Christ’s enduring love. As students, we 
should realize that not every ride will be 
thrilling, but with God on our side, we will 
always be safe.@ 
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The Christian Labour 
Association of Canada is 
sponsoring a one-day work- 


shop on youth employment for 

| high school and university seniors, their 

| counsellors, teachers, and parents. You'll get outtit- 

ted with a solid Christian world view and positive work atti- 
tudes for an environment where you must manage your 
own career. Discover your gifts and skills. Learn resume- 


writin 


and interviewing techniques. 


Enjoy humourous 


skits on “How not to get a job” by 
the critically-acclaimed Brook- 


stone Performing Arts. 
day, 
Mississauga, ON. 


als. Call Susan or Doug at 


1-800-268-5281 for more infor- 


mation and 
to register. 


Liberal Thoughts | 


Have you ever wondered why 
there are so many courses in so 
many disciplines that you must 
take in order to graduate here? 
That’s because Redeemer is what 
is known as a Liberal Arts univer- 
sity: one which combines ele- 
ments of many disciplines into a 
rounded and broad based education. In 
theory, this sounds like a good idea. After 
all, it isn’t very helpful to expect to work in 
the corporate world without knowing a little 
bit about business, right? But the problem 
arises when one asks, “To what extent must 
one be familiar with a variety of disci- 
plines?” 

At Redeemer, we have what are known 
as “core” courses: two social sciences, two 
sciences, three histories, three religions, two 
philosophies, one and a half interdiscipli- 
nary studies, one math, up to three 
Englishes, two modern languages, one fine 
arts, one-half physical educations. Some of 
these can be skipped if one has sufficient 
background in high school, but theoreti- 
cally, the requirements can go as high as 21 
core courses for one Bachelor degree. Con- 
sidering that it takes 40 courses to gradu- 
ate, that’s more than half of the required 
credits, Granted, some of these will apply 
to one’s chosen major and/or minor, sim- 
ply because they cover absolutely every 
possible area of concentrated study. How- 
ever, when you begin trying to schedule 
electives into your schedule, you often find 
yourself with simply no room to do some 
of the courses you wanted to take simply 
for the sake of interest. Instead, you end up 
taking far too many courses outside of your 
area of study simply because they are re- 
quired, 

The Liberal Arts concept does work on 
a first-year level. Putting together a wide 
base of disciplines during first year often 
assists a student in decided which area of 
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study s/he’d like to concentrated upon. 
However, requiring such subjects as science 
and math, which by university level most 
students know if they’ re interested in or not, 
is somewhat questionable. Knowing how 
to factor equations is not going to help any- 
one understand their world a whole lot bet- 
ter. Being able to exegete the 31st chapter 
of Proverbs is also not going to make biol- 
ogy a whole lot more understandable. 

While we can justify the proliferation 
of first year core requirements as develop- 
ment of a wide base of knowledge, the num- 
ber of upper level courses required here is, 
in my opinion, outrageous. In no way am | 
attempting to comment on the ability of any 
professor, nor on anyone’s chosen area of 
study. Nevertheless, | am forced to wonder 
why it is necessary to take theology, phi- 
losophy, or interdisciplinary courses if one 
does not have an interest in such things? 
Obviously, the majority of universities do 
not consider these necessary, and extend 
(fully) valid bachelor degrees without these 
requirements, so one cannot argue that Re- 
deemer must insist upon these courses be- 
ing a part of every student’s curriculum in 
an attempt to remain on an educational par 
with other institutions. Nor can one insist 
that these courses are necessary for a 
“proper” understanding of any given disci- 
pline, since the majority of universities of- 
fering similar majors do so without insist- 
ing upon the inclusion of these courses. 

So why does Redeemer have a liberal 
arts curriculum? Don’t ask me!@ 


by James van Zandwijk 

Throughout Canada, there is a great 
amount of ethnic diversity. One can walk 
down the streets of any major city and see 
people from any continent. In recent years, 
much emphasis has been placed on the rights 
of minorities, making it easier to find em- 
ployment or gain entrance to universities. 
Everyone is ignoring the major fact in our 
Canadian culture: Canada has no minori- 
ties. 

In 1984, World Book Encyclopedia 
listed Canada’s population as 2% Native, 
45% British, and 29% French or French 
Canadian. 23% were listed immigrants from 
various other European countries. Com- 
pletely ignored were Africans, Asians, and 
South Americans. It seems that in 1984, 
Canada was primarily white, European, and 
more or less Christian. In 1984 Canada had 


minorities. Not anymore. 
Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau granted 


funding to provide cultural centers for 
Canada’s many immigrants. Today, one can 
find a cultural center for most different na- 
tionalities in any given major city. This has 
some good effects, but it has also caused 
much damage to Canada as a nation, True, 
it has helped some people learn about their 
heritage. However, one thing was, and is 
still being ignored by our population. With 
this ancestral education came ancestral na- 
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One thing Canada lacks that the United 
States has is a sense of loyalty to the coun- 
try. As a nation, Canadians seem to show 
too much ambivalence to their country. One 
can ask the question, “Why is this?” and the 
answer is simple. Our nationalism is 
present, but obviously placed in the coun- 
tries of our origin, or even our parent’s ori- 
gins. One can ask almost any student at 
Redeemer College about their origins, and 
one will hear, “I am Dutch.” Not “I have a 
Dutch background.” And how many actual 
Dutch people are there in Redeemer? Very 
few. Primarily, Redeemer College is com- 
prised of Canadian students, with a few ex- 
ceptions, of course 
dual citizenship because my father was still 
acitizen of the Netherlands when I was born 
However, I consider myself a Canadian. I'll 
wear orange if, and only if, it is useful to 
me. 

But is awareness of one’s heritage a bad 
thing? Ofcourse not. Multiculturalism has 
made Canada the great nation it is today 
Awareness of our own, and others’, heri- 
tage and culture can only make us, as Ca- 
nadians, better. It is also true that Canadian 
culture is a mix of many other cultures. 
However, in our quest for cultural diversity 
the main issue has been forgotten. Are you 
living in Holland, or are you a citizen of 
Canada? @ 
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One of the aspects of organ- 
isms that shows that they are alive, 


is that they procreate. Plants pro- 
duce seeds and fruit, and animals 
lay eggs or give birth. One of the 
aspects of being a living stone is 
also bearing fruit. If your faith is 
not accompanied with good things 
you do, itis dead. And a living stone is not 
a true living stone if it doesn’t bear fruit. 
Another sign of life is growth. The bigger 
a plant is the more fruit it can carry, The 
more a plant is being taken care of, the more 
it is being fed, the faster it grows. Being a 
living stone is similar, The more one grows 
in faith, the closer one grows toward God, 
the more fruit one can produce. The more 
you fill your life with reading the Bible and 
prayer, the faster you will grow in your faith. 

In Galatians 5;19-22, Paul speaks of the 
works of the flesh and the fruit of the Spirit. 
It is one thing to conquer the works of the 
flesh, but it is something else to do good 
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LOVE is number 
one. It is the first and most important as- 
pect of life in Christ. Everything else is con- 
nected with it. Everything else is a result of 
it. If we love God, which is only possible 
because of the love of Christ that brought 
him to the cross, we can love our neighbors. 
If you don’t have faith in God, you cannot 
love in the real sense of the word. “Dear 
friends, let us love one another, for love 
comes from God. Everyone who loves has 
been born of God and knows God. Who- 
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things. Even though 
you're not guilty of adultery or murder, 
doesn’t necessarily mean that the fruit of 
the Spirit is visible in your life. To succeed 
in conquering sin is not enough, there still 
has to be something else. 

The difference between ‘works’ and 
‘fruit’ is important. A machine produces a 
product, but it can’t produce fruit, Fruit 
grows as a result of life, and for the believer 
this means that fruit grows as a result of life 
in the Spirit. When you think of works, you 
think about straining yourself, maybe even 
sweat and tears. When you think of fruit, 
you think of beauty, peace and growth. Our 


ever does not love does not know God, be- 
cause God is love.” (1 John 4:7-8) If you 
don’t love your neighbor you are useless 
and cannot call yourself a Christian. 


happy. It is the attitude of your nee which 
cannot even be influenced by setbacks in 
your life (John 16:22) “.. everlasting joy will 
crown their heads. Gladness and joy will 
overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will 


The Story of the 
Country Preacher 


A country preacher is applying fora 
job as pastor at a church, The committee 
responsible for interviewing candidates 
asks him, “So, do you know the Bible?” 

He replies, “Yup.” 

They ask, “Well, what’s your favor- 
ite book?” 

“Uh ... Mark,” he replies. 

“What’s your favorite part?” 

He says, “ The story of the good Sa- 
maritan.” 

“Can you tell us this story?” 

“Yup,” he answers. 

“One day a man was traveling from 
Jericho to Jerusalem. He fell down and 
the thorns grew up and choked him. He 
got up, but he didn’t have any money. 
The Queen of Sheba met him at the well, 
though, and gave him a thousand talents 
of gold and a thousand raiments of cloth- 
ing. Then he got in his chariot and drove 
furiously. While he was driving into a 
juniper tree, his hair got caught and he 


got hung up in the tree. He hung there 
for many days and the ravens brought him 
bread to eat and water to drink. He ate 
5000 loaves of bread and two fish. One 
night while he was hanging there, his wife 
Delilah came. She cut off his hair and he 
fell on the stoney ground. He got up and 
it started to rain, It rained for forty days 
and forty nights. Finally, it stopped. He 
came to the city and met Solomon who 
just came out of the lion’s den and was 
now on his way to Damascus. Then he 
saw that old queen Jezebel sitting high in 
the castle window. He called up and said, 
“Throw her down from there.” They 
threw her down and he said, “Throw her 
down again!” And they threw her down 
seventy times seven times and of the frag- 
ments that remained, they picked up 
enough to fill twelve baskets, not includ- 
ing women and children. And they said, 
“Blessed are the peacemakers; now who’s 
wifewildebem jroon 
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9:14). But the Spirit produces living fruit, 
And every fruit bears seed in it to produce 
more fruit. Love produces more love, and 
a joyful life produces j oy in others around 
you. Jesus wants us to bear fruit, more fruit, 
a lot of fruit (John 15:1-5). With this God 
is being glorified. Our old nature can only 
produce works and no fruit. Our new na- 
ture can produce a large amount of fruit, 

There are different kinds of fruits for 
various kinds of purposes. Some fruits are 
there for the benefit of others. Other fruits 
can enable us to serve God in a better way, 
e.g., the gifls of the Spirit in 1 Corinthians 
12. The fruit of the Spirit mentioned in 
Galatians 5, has a lot to do with our charac- 
ter. Notice the difference: the Bible speaks 
of gifts (multiple form) of the Spirit and of 
fruit (singular form) of the Spirit. You could 
say that the fruit of the Spirit consists of nine 
parts, Only when you have the nine parts 
together the fruit is complete @ 


flee away” (Isa. 35:10). When you are in 
Christ, there is always reason for joy; you 
can’t be bitter to the bone even when life is 
very rough. Because there is always this 
flame of hope in your heart, and you know 
‘re going after your suffering i is 


PEACE. Love and 
Joy together give peace. Christ himself is 
our peace (Eph. 2:14). Your faith will con- 
quer your human hostility. We should wish 
one another this peace, like Paul did: “Grace 
and peace to you from God our Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ.” When you are wor- 
ried about things and you can’t find peace 
you ll feel worse as time goes by. You know 
that you can bring all your worries before 
God’s throne in prayer and as you do that, 
you will immediately start feeling peace. 
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in 
everything, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 
And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:6- 
vy 


PATIENCE is the 
ability to remain calm and peaceful. Even 
though a person can get on your nerves ter- 
ribly, it is by the power of the Spirit that 
lives in you that you can conquer this form 
of hate toward your neighbor. Because that 
is all that itis: hate. Lack of patience causes 
all kinds of malice, like anger and frustra- 
tion and even abuse. If you don’t search 
for the patience in you, Satan takes control 
before you know it. So if this person near 
you is irritating you, pray that you'll learn 
how to love this person better, and then pray 
for this person. Patience also means that 
you can wait in line without getting angry 
with the people working. Not being patient 
is mere foolishness; rather, show them that 
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breath in his nostrils, Of what: account | 
he?” ie 
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“If you do not listen, and if yo a 
not set your heart to honor my name,” 
says the Lord Almighty, “I will sen da] 
curse upon you, and I will curse y« ; 
blessings. Yes, I have already cursed d | 
them, because you have not pet your 
heart to honor me.” he 
Malachi 2:2 ; 
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you are a Christian by your behavior, pr: 


tice kindness and goodness toward them. 


Also be patient towards God when He ~ 
taking His time oe your prayers. 
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the Presid. Be Bas to ieaeic you 
meet on the tn the bus. You might 
think you look like a fool when you talk to 
just anybody, but remember that Christ was 
also considered a fool in His time. He was 
considered a bigger fool than you will ever 
be. Be kind to all people, without discrimi- 
nation: that includes drunks, homeless 
people, and prostitutes. If Jesus was walk- 
ing on this earth today, He would do the 
very same thing, and you know it. So be 
the first one to help the old lady who fell on 
the ground, be the first one to pick up some- 
thing that was dropped. Make sure you greet 
the people behind the cash-register in the 
store; your kindness is able to give some- 
one else joy. 


GOODNESS is be- 
ing loving and kind to people without want- 
ing praise for it. Be willing to give, always 
be hospitable. Give away things instead of 
selling them, you’ ll find out how good that 
feels. Goodness also means that you cor- 
rect your brother or sister when they’re do- 
ing something wrong. Correct them in love, 
without thinking you're so much better. 
Self-righteousness is worse than most things 
that another does wrong. But don’t be afraid 
to speak up when God is being offended, or 
your neighbor is being made fun of. Good- 
ness means praying for someone instead of 
gossiping about the person. It means try- 
ing to love them instead of slandering them. 
It means helping them instead of ignoring 
them. Christ is your example, He was good- 
ness Himself. So just imitate Christ and do 
good, 
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FAITHFULNESS. 
The word faithfulness indicates that faith in 
God enables us to be faithful toward Him 
and our neighbour. It means keeping your 
promises and being there for someone even 
when it’s not expected. We can only be 
faithful because we can have faith in God’s 
faithfulness. 


GENTLENESS is a 
powerful attitude. With yelling and scream- 
ing, you can’t achieve anything. As a par- 
ent or a teacher, you won't be able to teach 
your child or student very much if you speak 
loudly. After a while you will not be taken 
seriously anymore. So don’t be hot tem- 
pered, be gentle when you try to teach some- 
thing to someone, just like Jesus. “.,.and 
learn from me, for I am gentle and humble 
in heart...” (Matt. 11:29). And learn from 
the wise king Solomon: “A gentle answer 
turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up 
anger” (Prov. 15:1). “Through patience a 
ruler can be persuaded, and a gentle tongue 
can break a bone” (Prov. 25:15). 


difficult, but if ye don’t have it you are 
mited in all the other kinds of spiritual fruit. 
means b¢ having % yours lf. ve n’t ha ve fit 
of rage, stay calm, Don’t curse or use foul 
language, control your tongue and speak in 
a godly way. It’s easy to pick on smokers 
and think ‘Boy, they lack self-control.’ But 
realize that every one of us has some kind 
of problem with cravings and addictions. 
are unfortunate in this respect, be- 

cause their bad habit is so obvious. Other 
lack of self-control with regard to sex, al- 
cohol, hate etc. can be better hidden, but 
they're still there. Do something about it! 
With the help of the Holy Spirit you can; 
you are no longer a slave to sin, so you have 
no excuse at all to continue living in it. 
“Like a city whose walls are broken down 
is a man who lacks self-control” (Prov. 
25:28). When you lack self-control, it is 
easy for Satan to attack you, that’s why it is 
so important to exert self-control, Satan will 
get in between you and God and you and 
your neighbour by using your weaknesses, 
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How can you let your fruit grow? Ac- 

ng to the law of the kernel of wheat: 
John 12:24: “I tell you the truth, unless a 
kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, 
it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, 
it produces many seeds.” Only when your 
old nature dies, is there room for the Holy 

| in your life to regenerate it. So 
keeping your old nature alive, ee 
these barricades up. Clean up to give the 


ee Pre a fe thas oe a ley coat 


to God and he will 
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Studying in the 
Holy Land 


By Michael Zwiep 


What if you could study in the heart of 
a city where world history suddenly be- 
comes alive? What if you were given the 
chance to learn in Jerusalem? Dr. Sidney 
DeWaale, president of Jerusalem Univer- 
sity College was on hand, Tuesday, Oct 7, 
to give Redeemer students a first hand ac- 
count of what this opportunity might be like. 
“You have never seen a city like it!” ex- 
claimed Dr. DeWaale. “Where else could 
you learn more about the Hebrew language? 


Where else could you learn more about the 
religion of Islam? Where else could you 
learn more about the world of the Bible than 
in Jerusalem?” 

Picture yourself within the walls of the 
old city. Imagine yourself in the wilder- 
ness of the Negev, retracing the steps of the 
Israelites. See the very places where Christ 
once walked upon this earth. One of the 
university college’s entrance requirements 
says it all when it states that applicants “must 
be in good physical condition and able to 
participate in sustained hiking in rugged 


How to disagree 
for the Kingdom 


by Dr. Bowen . 

This article is for two groups of people 
at Redeemer College: the under-confident 
and the over-confident. There are those who 
feel that they will never be able to articu- 


an} one 


ari e others Ww] 
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which they therefore have a ‘responsibility 
to share with others whenever they possi- 
bly can. The under-confident are likely not 
terribly happy; the over-confident may in- 
advertently be causing a lot of unhappiness 
to others, 

I would like to share 10 pointers with 
these people, pointers about “how to dis- 
agree.” I speak as a Recovering Sinner, one 
who will never be fully free before the King- 
dom fully comes, and therefore I have not 
always got these things right. But God has 
taught me a few lessons along the way, and 
I'd like to share them with you. 

When you find yourself in conversa- 
tion with someone with whom you disagree, 
whether it’s a non-Christian or a Christian 
with a different background and life-expe- 
rience from your own, try these steps. 

1. Pray. Ask God to help you see this 
person as He does. Ask for love. Ask for 
wisdom. Ask for discernment. 

2. Listen. Listening is an act of love. 
Be really interested in what the other per- 
son has to say. Find out where he’s coming 
from, why he feels what he does, what life- 
experiences have led him to the conclusions 
he has come to. 

3. Show respect. Act out your love by 
remembering that god loves this person, and 
Jesus died for her. Even if her views seem 
to you crazy, fanciful, unbiblical, and to- 
tally wrong-headed, she is as precious to 
God as you are, and He has paid as big a 
price for her. 


I mean, ask God to show you what He is 
already doing in this person, where He is 
already at work, and how you can join in. 
Start from where the other person is. this is 
much easier (and more fruitful!) than start- 


ing from where you « RyAhG shguling actoss 

tu Be ey” a= 
6. Sav your silver bullets. Act out 
your discernment by giving the person 
maybe one thought of yours which is dif- 
ferent from his, which may get him think- 
ing freshly. Even if you are right and he is 
wrong, you cannot teach the whole of the 
faith in 15 minutes, 

7. Beteachable. There may be a silver 
bullet on its way to you too. Even someone 
whose world-view is totally at odds with 
yours may know something you need to 
hear, Even someone who is totally wrong 
about God may have God at work doing 
something good within her. Certainly some- 
one with a different life-experience from 
you has learnt things from which you can 
learn. 

8. Be humble. We are all in process, 
both Recovering Sinners and unredeemed 
sinners. Remember that you are only a link 
in the chain of god’s reaching out to this 
person, Give your one thought, your one 
truth, your one gift, and let God look after 
the next thought, the next truth, the next gift. 
It may be years later that you find out how 
your one thought was seminal in the pro- 
cess of kingdom growth for that person. 

9. Be sparing with words. Ask God to 
help you know when to speak and when to 
be silent. End the conversation before you 
have said everything you can think of; end 
it in such a way that it is easy to pick up the 
threads another time. Ask yourself what you 
have learned from the other person. 

10. Above all, trust God. He is at work 
in the other person even when you are not 
there! He is at work also in you. One of the 
things of which you can be sure is that your 


_ prayers for your conversation partner will 


not be wasted. You may even discover 
ea aia After all, 
ing m ave ‘n belongs not to the 
vinners of arguments bu' en 
re ee 
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terrain.” Setting and location, however, are 
not the only incentives that the institution 
has to offer. Another strength of the uni- 
versity college is represented by its under- 
graduate and graduate degree programs in 
history, language and religion. Faculty 
members are highly qualified and the course 
content is extensive. 

Dr. DeWaale also calmed concerns 
about safety and cultural strife. “Terrorism 
has always been a part of the Middle East.” 
he admitted. “But sometimes the news is 
not always faithful to reality. Ninety per- 
cent of the time when there is an explosion, 
we don’t hear about it until we watch the 
news at night.” 

Dr. DeWaale then emphasized the piv- 
otal presence of the university college in 
Jerusalem. “Today, there are tremendous 
opportunities for discussing redemption in 
Israel, but we have to be careful and respect- 
ful. We have to be part of the scenery. We 
need humility.” 

Dr. DeWaale ended his presentation by 
inviting students to consider the possibility 
of studying in Jerusalem. 

“T hope that you will make use of 
this opportunity because it really can open 
up your mind to the world of the Bible. You 
have the chance to see the world with East- 
ern eyes.” 

Please contact Dr. Koyzis for more in- 
formation @ 


_— — >]. = 
‘JERUSALEM: 
=University College= 
«Institute of Holy Land Studies + 
+ Undergraduate Programs 
* Graduate Schoole 


FOR AN APPLICATION FORM: 


Jerusalem Campus 
P.O. Box 1276, Mount Zion 
91012 Jerusalem, Israel 
Telephone: 972-2-671-8628 
Fax: 972-2-673-2717 


North American Office 
4249 East State St., Suite 203 
Rockford, IL 61108 
Telephone: 815-229-5900 
1-800-891-9408 
Fax: 815-229-5901 
e-mail: 75454, 1770@compuserve.com 
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by Clarence Keesman 

Wired campus ... Laptop Uni- 
versity ... What does it all mean? Re- 
cently there has been a great deal of dis- 
cussion about the concept of a wired 
campus amongst both students and fac- 
ulty at Redeemer Coll owever, 
while some people may Ww bit about 
what the wired campus Holved, a great 
majority of people do not know all that 
SU sal issue of such acampus. It 
is My*purpogse to add some more depth 
in e wired campus discus- 
sidfso that’an informed opin- 
ion can be formulated by all 
members of the Redeemer Col- 
lege community. 

Firstly, let me start by 
Stating that Redeemer College 
becoming a wired campus or 
laptop university is not a done 
deal. In no way has the Board 
of Governors given the admin- 
istration the go ahead with this 
project. In fact, the Board is to 
discuss the wired campus issue 
at an upcoming retreat. The 
idea of a wired campus is be- 
ing discussed simply to serve as 


ing UISCUDSLU op Ly WU OE 

a catalyst for reviewing how 
Redeemer can implement tech- 
nology and learning. 

What then is the wired 
campus? While this term is 
slightly ambiguous, the concept 
that various committees are 
considering is that of making 
Redeemer College into a laptop univer- 
sity. This involves having each student 
possess a notebook computer, wiring the 
entire campus (dorms, classrooms, etc.), 
and integrating the computer into class- 
room teaching and learning. This would 
mean that each student would be ex- 
pected to bring their computer to class 
and hook up to the local area network in 
order to participate and follow along in 
class. The professor would also make 
use of desktop projectors to make pre- 
sentations or to show how to use course- 
related applications. He could use 
internet sources to illustrate or build 
upon points, which would be available 
for each student to log onto, or even have 
a course web-site where students could 
access course related information such 
as lecture outlines (allowing students to 
actively listen to lectures instead of fu- 
riously writing what the professor just 
said), and possibly information that an 
individual student needs to review be- 
cause they did not understand the point 
in class. However, learning does not just 
occur inside the classroom. A great deal 
of learning could occur outside of the 
classroom in a laptop university. Stu- 


INPUTS AND|OUTPUTS 


WIRED CAMPUS 
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dents could participate in discussion 
groups, they could ask a professor any 
question via e-mail in privacy (instead 
of using the computer lab where you feel 
that the person beside you is constantly 
watching what you are writing!), and they 
could complete interactive homework as- 
signments where they are given instant 
feedback on why their answer was not 
correct instead of getting frustrated be- 
cause they cannot figure out a question 
and then not complete the remainder of 


the assignment. Lest any of you fear that 
the way teaching and learning is done 


now would be eradicated throughethis 


new use of technology, let me assurg you 


that this will not happen. The tradiffonal’ 


classroon 


dents and pee 


nated. 

ass is not the 
mply becomes a 
as it is done now. 
There is ais the fear that student/teacher 
interaction would be reduced to nothing 
as well. However, Redeemer College is 
a small institution, and such a loss of in- 
teraction would never occur due to its 
close knit community. 

What then is the benefit of a 
laptop university? As mentioned before, 
having a computer in class, as part of the 
curriculum, will increase learning pro- 
ductivity. Computer technology will al- 
low faculty to accommodate individual 
differences in student goals, learning 
styles, and abilities, while providing im- 
proved convenience for both students and 
faculty on an “any time, any place” ba- 
sis. Students who do not understand a 
concept that was presented in class will 
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find themselves with ma 7 y 
can review the concept th / ‘Al : t 
while in their dorm room, they can learn the 
concept via an interactive homework assign- 
ment, they can listen into a class discussion 
through a discussion group, or they can sim- 
ply ask the professor if he/she can explain 
the concept to them via e-mail. Currently, 
a student who does not understand a con- 
cept has only a few options. They can talk 
to the professor in person (if they are 
around) or they can ask a fellow student, 


both of which involve some risk of being 
embarrassed or feeling stupid because they 
don’t oe. concept, especially if 


that studentfas to ask more than once for 
an ane he student can also ask 
the question e-mail; however, at times 
the computer lab is so extremely busy that 
one has to wait for a good 15-20 minutes in 
order to ask the question, andro; nd up 
being unable to ask the qué@§ti aa 
they have another class to a 

a laptop university, students are enabled to 
work at their own pace with continuous as- 
sessment. 

Forming Redeemer into a laptop 
university will also benefit students by giv- 
ing them technological skills needed for ob- 
taining employment upon gra ui 
no secret that students and fagulty at 
deemer College are very computer illiter- 
ate. While this is not the case for every stu- 
dent or faculty member, it can describe a 
majority of students here at Redeemer Col- 
lege. The fact that I need to write thig:ary 
ticle on WordPerfect 5.1 for DOS illustrates 
my point (not to pick on the CROWN staff, 
but I just am using this example to illustrate 
my point). Through a laptop university, Re- 
deemer students would be forced to learn 


about their computer, giving them an ad- 
vantage in seeking employment. Other ben- 
efits of a laptop university include encour- 
aged cooperation with other students and 
faculty and improved researe d 
tion gathering. 
The laptop univers 
come without its disadvantages : 
namely the cost. After some preliminary 
research, one could fairly estimate that mak- 
ing Redeemer College a laptop university 
,200 to the current tu- 
emphasize that this is 
it is not an estimate 
. With tuition already 
high, many students worry that they cannot 
afford the additional costs of a laptop uni- 
versity. While I do understand this fear, and 
feel that it is very legitimate, I also feel that 
the additional cost is well worth the invest- 
ment. In today’s society, knowing how to 
use computers as an effective tool is price- 
less. In fact, without this knowledge one 
q antage. How can we 
br Christ in o ec- 


OU but ni of it)? If we cannot 
rent the language of today’s society, how 


can we effectively claim our world for our 
Saviour’? 


al be saying at this point 
that we can do all of these things by 
simply upgrading the existing network and 
computer lab. Those who do think this way 


are not thinking through all of the issues. 
Can you ty trying to integrate com- 


puter te - the way it was previ- 
ously de expecting 450 or so stu- 
dent to j ie of only 50 or even 


75 come a at e increasing the 
number of computers currently in our com- 
puter lab by 500%-750%, excluding the e- 
mail terminals)? If learning is to be en- 
hanced through computers, each student 
must have their own computer so that they 
will have equal access to the resources that 
they need to learn. Similarly, in al or 
deidents be maximum ing 
enefits er, t ie Sy € able 
to use it i Hh fi dorm, or 
in the library, en of hela stuck in their 

dorm room with their desktop computer. 
ni I have not covered all of the 


msl ih against the pit cam- 
a piped ; Lani person-, 
pany 2 ip sh ) 
bo Aired i I lay tem I . 


something for those who are todecieive or 
against the notion of a wired campus to con- 
ee es obi for Redeemer to make the 


foc ave at ob hn fda blk 


must aie all of ii issues rather than 
simply react to their initial feelings.@ 
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World Wide Web... 


by Mike 5 sya 
e-most significant develop- 


pa e| the academic world to- 
concep i 


select, but growing 
that have decided to adopt the new face of 
post secondary education. At this very mo- 
ment, anumber of important committees in 
the administration are considering the im- 
plications of this technological revolution, 
a transformation which could very well 
change the way Redeemer operates. 


Ex 


Many Redeemer students still have no 
idea what a wired campus is. Briefly, the 
wired campus or laptop university repre- 
sents an integrated network of computers, 
linking students to their prplessori, eit 
peers, and the internet. The pgstsee 
institution becomes a place 
tire campus is wired for co 
students receive a token lap 
the tuition package. . 
tent at a wired university involves every- 
m searching the World Wide Web 
ation to joining a discussion group 
about relevant issues raised during 
ions. Acadia University in Nova 
Scotia and College Boreal in Sudbury have 
already taken the first plunge in wiring their 


cam ; ile tuition has gone up, so 
has nt enrolment. 
What it Means to voy | 


If Redeemer were to wire its campus, 
the implications for the average student 
would be profound. Trips to the computer 
lab would suddenly become obsolete. Lap- 
id d be used virtually anywhere, any- 
ti with outlets dotting the campus 
in such diverse places as dorm bedrooms 
and classrooms. Searching for that elusiv 
would become a thing of & 
* ing class in the morn- 


Bre Redeemer ¥ lent might do some re- 


internet, check the Web for 
the latest breaking news or review some of 
the n readings for the day - all from 


their bedroom, Durin 
r Us iscussion 
_ multaneously e net for in - 


tion to back up their arguments. In a cul- 
tural studies course, students could sign on 
to Par ig fearn the first hand 


ig whe its do their E- 
mail or finish that nertiun aay, The 
evening could even end with a devotional 
from an online Scripture. 


off 8 


services. “ 
we can wire 


about comput 
the real issue here.” 

The administration has looked at 
Houghton College, a campus that just got 
wired this summer, and the University of 
Minnesota at Crookston, the first wired cam- 
pus in North America, as possible models 


for Re With a personal visit to both 
institu 4 lot of serious research un- 
der his Knowles 1s ready to buy 
anothe pants, as well as some hard- 


ware if Redeemer decides to go ahead with 
the wired campus. 

“We've got a good headstart already.” 
he stressed, noting that a lot of the prelimi- 


nary work to setting up a ne Tk has 
already been completed. “ Ow, pur 
network is ready to span the ®ethpus. We 


just need to buy the necessary equipment.” 


The Factor 


CHAS Knowles estimates that the actual 
wiring itself could easily be done over a 
summer, citing the close proximity of all the 
buildings on campus as a definite advan- 
tage. “This would only represent a small 
cost in the big picture.” he said. However, 
the fact that the dorm’s foundations are still 
settling does present a challenge. 

Another question involves 
a new lap-top for every st 
released memorandum #yem 
Stasldunen states that suita BI 


a a down pa 
pickup at spring orient 
could then be recovere 
rate of $340 per semester PS pinky 5% 


arge).” ‘In other words, 
be ad hts’ costs $930 
e first yea the second and 


te years for a total eo cost of 2290, 
plus the $475 Technology Fee throughout.” 
The important thing to remember is that 
these amounts are only preliminary figures. 
The adnfjhistrafid as ket nun 

! includ- 


ing idlaaeats saldennaas and a number 
of lease options. 


Chris Knowles remarked that the lease 


option would make upgrades and repairs a 
lot easier, “Software licensing would be 


Centrespread 


ouift to th 


Every Redeemer student has a lap-top, exploring the internet is ar 
course component and your virtual discussion group convenes Ov 


fe. 


simpl h added. Under this arrange- 
ee would be issued their lap- 
tops a beginning of year. A specially 
staffed help centre would have to be set up 
to deal with upgrades and problems. A 
buyout option could also be part of the plan. 
Chris Knowles emphasizes that while cost 
is important, other issues still need to be 


dealt figure out what it’s 
going e to decide whether 
it’s apf e classroom.” 


centives and drawbacks. 


dous opportunity for students in this.” says 
a cautiously optimistic Chris Knowles. The 
upcoming open forum to be held on Octo- 
Bef’ 20 should clarify if the average Re- 

; o that re- 


deemer student agrees. 
mains paramount in th 
Redeemer stays wired 


Cay Gal 


Angie Garmaise 
“What's a wired ca hr na what 
been he yg lot d honestly, 


I’m notso sur If. However, from what 
I have been able to ascertain, Redeemer 
College is seriously considering bringing 
internet access to each dorm room and ev- 
ery classroom, while at the same time re- 
quiring each incoming student to purchase 
a laptop computer through the school with 
which to exploit this new access. Sounds 
all right, right? 

Sure, until you find out that this com- 
puter is going to raise tuition costs by at least 
$1,000 a year, and that already owning a 
computer isn’t going to help unless it’s a 
laptop with amodem. Then, you'll need to 
be extremely computer literate (no time to 
get help from computer experts when the 
professor tells you to find a URL or get onto 
an IRC in the middle of the class period), 
Eventually, you’ ll also be expected to type 
at a speed that gets an exam written within 
the allotted time -- but then how would pro- 
fessors prevent cheating? 

Of course, it would be fun to have a 
computer in the classroom; you could al- 
ways play solitaire for the class period, or 
catch up on e-mail, while letting your pro- 
fessor assume you're industriously taking 


Red mer strives to compete in an 
mpetitive environment, the 


concept of a wired campus offers both in- 
“I see a tremen- 
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notes. 


And for those among us that actu- 
ally type well, and are comfortable on com- 
puters, writing in-class examinations would 


be so much simpler ... think of all the good 
marks from professors who hate to read 
messy handwriting! 


There’s a more serious issue at stake | 


here, however. 
the first time in quite a while, Redeemer is 
actually operating in the black. Now, of all 
times, they want to embark on a project that 


This lies in the fact that for | 


could very well jeopardize the numbers of | 
incoming students, a factor upon which the | 


financial health of this institution desper-— 
Is this the right time to be | 


ately depends. 
jumping on a bandwagon that many re- 
spected, established institutions are waiting 
to assess the viability of? Being on the “cut- 
ting edge” of education isn’t the best way 
to go about ensuring long term results, a con- 
cept the administration would learn if they 
took introductory business, 
deemer would do better to introduce this 
system when it is something prospective stu- 


dents are actually shopping for, as opposed — 


to making it yet another unfamiliar innova- 
tion that may alienate further numbers of 
freshmen. 


The wired campus may be the wave of . 


the future. So let's let it be that: the future, 
in the future, NOT today @ 
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Julia Antonides sprints for a loose ball 


If not you, 


Please give at the next 


then who? | 


BloodDono 


By Mike Zwiep, with files from 
Aimee Perry. 


Despite a loss to Mohawk last Tues- 
day, October 7, the Royals girl’s soccer team 
still has a chance to make it to quarter final 
action, that is, if they can defeat Humber. 
A win against Humber College could ad- 
vance the Royals to a provincial match 
against sixth place St. Clair. The Humber 
game is also crucial for Redeemer, since the 
teams are one and one against each other. 
The outcome of this game will prove deci- 
sive as the Royal girl’s soccer team attempts 
to end their season on a high note. 


Soccer Summaries at a Glance 
Women’s OCAA Varsity 

Tuesday, October 7. 

Suffered a loss against Mohawk, 3-2. 
Men's OCAA Varsity 


Wednesday, October 8. 
Lost 5-1 against Mohawk. 


Redeemer College 
Minti Blood Donor Clinic 


November 5th & 6th 
8:30 am - 11:30 am / 1:00 pm - 4:30 pm 
In the Executive Dining Room 


To book an appointment, please visit the 
Student Life Department 


Photo/ Signature Identification Required 


he Canadian Red Cross 


.pecause AIVING blood ~ 
everyones Rivet. 


Don’t leave it up to someone else to give blood 
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Taking a breather on the bench after some hard running. 


The Soccer Field 


By Mike Zwiep 

Behind the last row of dorms, some- 
where out in Redeemer’s back forty, lies a 
very special field. This field only realizes 
its full potential when it is combined with 
just the right elements. 

The athletic recipe that unlocks the es- 
sence of this field requires the smell of 
freshly mown grass, the leather of brand new 
cleats, a hint of fallen leaves and the odour 
that only a checkered black and white ball 
can have. Add crisp temperatures, the Royal 
men’s soccer club, their opponents, and a 
bunch of wild fans and what do you get? 
The setting for some serious soccer. Soc- 
cer is the hardest sport. It demands every- 


Jennifer Breukelman takes possession. 


thing from carefully planned strategies and 
perfectly executed plays to long distance 
running and superb footwork. This sport 
puts human coordination to the limit. While 
the guys soccer team has worked hard to 
create the appropriate conditions for soccer 
bliss, they also have shown, game after 
game, that no visiting team can master our 
back forty. That soccer field belongs to us. 
When the snow begins to fly, after the girls 
have won the OCAA soccer chanmpionship 
and the focus has turned to hockey and bas- 
ketball, remember the men’s soccer 
team...and the field they played in. 
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Friday, October 17 


by Michael Zwiep 

The success of last year’s hockey sea- 
son and this year’s strong headstart of two 
solid wins and a tie is only feeding the 
Royal’s desire to repeat some of their pre- 
vious forays into rink records by remaining 


Hockey News 


undefeated. This can only happen if the ice 
work continues, says Redeemer Royal’s 
defenseman, Phil Beck. “It looks like a very 
promising year. Deep, talented lines and 
incredible fan support seem to be the sure 
recipe for exciting games. Now is a good 


time to be a Royals fan!” 

Both explosive offense and stellar de- 
fence have frustrated Redeemer’s oppo- 
nents. “As the season advances, we expect 
to get better, especially if we continue to 
work on our stick handling and passing 


skills,” Phil added. Last Friday’s tie though, 
has forced the team to question its ability to 
keep a lead. With Redeemer’s reputation 
on the line, the Royals will have to keep 
their act together. On the basis of past ex- 
periences, this should not be a problem. @ 


SCOREISOAIRID 


Redeemer Royals 


Team Standings 


aE ii ee tee Be Cea ES ss 
3 PL OE RO EAMES Ni ARM 5 
Individual Stats 
Name No GP. 
Hank Dejong Ll 2 
James VanGurp 15 2 
Steve Berlingeri is a 
Glen Sikema 18 i 
Jonathan Fernout 6 2 
John Sloetegraaf 16 2 
Brian van Staalduinen 13 2 
Paul Vreugdenhill Mi 2 
James Mudde 3 2 
Phil Beck 10 2 
Heian fis.) , , er Ny ‘a sp sal . j F 9 2 
Scott Veddor . 4 2 
Goaltenders 
Name No. GP. G. A. 
Kyle Bouma 1 1 0 0) 
Jacob Boer 30 cn 0 0 
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Your School. 
Your lean. 


Pure Action 


Friday, October 17 
Mass vs. the Royals 


Wednesday, October 22 
Royals vs. St. George 


Se SSS 
CROWN _ Volume 15, Number 4 Page 9 


. — ook Pe 


‘. : i * 
tie ie & As 
“— me ra Sa 
ee ho i. * 


™ 


Wr tes. 


~ ee eS 


bai 
es —e - — 


Friday, October 17 Correspondence Page 10 
Philosophy in Moscow 


Adrian and Wendy both teach 
philosphy at the University of Moscow. 
They sent the CROWN this article to de- 
scribe what Christian study is like in a for- 
merly communist institution. 


Adrian and Wendy Helleman 

At Moscow State University, philoso- 
phy is taught from the top floor of an eleven- 
story building. If our view of the rest of 
Russia is a littke more limited, the class- 
rooms certainly give us a panoramic view 
of Moscow. But Moscow State University, 
or MGU, as it is known here, is still the pre- 
mier university in Russia. Although the 
majority of its 30,000 students consider 
Moscow as home, we have students who 
come from as far away as Magadan, which 
is further east than Tokyo. 

For approximately two years, 
we have been teaching a variety 


1st- 

Leninist thought has lost its dominance 
in society, government, and the university. 
When asked, our students often identify 
themselves in some way with Russian Or- 
thodoxy. And even with our limited knowl- 
edge of the language, we have observed a 
lively debate on the future of philosophical 
education in Russian journals. After being 
forced into an ideological straight-jacket for 
almost seventy-five years, philosophy is 
alive and well. This is hardly surprising, 
since Russians are by nature philosophically 
inclined. They love to dispute the deeper 
issues of life, and many have a keen aware- 
ness of their own tradition, including their 
Christian religious philosophical heritage. 

A major surprise came from MGU in- 
formation bulletin boards during the elec- 


of philosophy courses here, in the 
English language and from a 
Christian perspective. Within the 
faculty of philosophy, we work in 
close cooperation with a small 
group of colleagues who are not 
themselves philosophers but 
teachers of English, directing stu- 
dents who choose English as their 
major foreign language and who 


available for checking with the KGB. They 
also read these at dictation speed, so stu- 
dents could record word for word. For ideo- 
logical reasons, students were discouraged 
from improvising when examined. 

Our experience of sitting in on philoso- 
phy lectures over the past months has shown 
us that these methods are still in force. Many 
professors still lecture from old notes. 
Long-enforced habits do not die easily. 
Many still teach Marxist-Leninism, from 
habit, if not from conviction. After 
peristroika some of the best were attracted 
to prestigious (and well-paid) positions 
abroad. Others, advocating a return to older 
Orthodox Christian perspectives in teach- 
ing, but discouraged by the unyielding 
stance of the majority, left to set up their 
own Orthodox universities and institutes. 
Those left behind, consequently, 
find much less pressure to change 


“Many professors still lecture 
from old notes. Long-enforced 


habits do not die easily. 

Many still teach Marxist- 
Leninism, from habit, 
if not from conviction.” 


wish to pursue research in West- 
ern philosophy. Our colleagues are happy 
to have two native English-speaking phi- 
losophers, since we not only provide the 
students an opportunity to improve their 
conversational English, but more particu- 
larly are able to lead them in philosophical 
discussions. Our invitation to MGU was 
not primarily motivated by our understand- 
ing of Christian reformational philosophy. 
Still, within our given context we have con- 
siderable freedom to develop courses which 
are of interest to students while also build- 
ing on our own respective areas of exper- 
tise and insight 

What is so unusual about that, you may 
ask? Indeed, it has taken us some time to 
recognize the rather unique character of our 
position here. We need first to orient and 
acclimatize ourselves in our new environ- 
ment in Moscow. Since peristroika , Marx- 


tions ofa year ago, when we saw the promi- 
nence still given to the communist con- 
tender, Zhyuganov. Informal discussions 
with students had not prepared us for this. 
There is evidently a considerable disparity 
between students and administrative leyels 
within the university, on these issues. 
Searching for explanations led us to a new 
understanding of the residue of decades of 
communism. 

During this century professors at MGU 
came under considerable scrutiny for their 
political and religious stance. This was even 
more true for the philosophy department; it 
was highly regulated, no doubt because of 
its proximity to the Kremlin, as intellectual 
‘think-tank’ for the party and source of ad- 
vice on policy- 

formation. Philosophy professors regu- 
larly wrote out theirlectures, to make them 


I'm sorry, but we didn't have room to place this 
pic last issue, and! think the world needs to see It. 
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their thinking and methods. 
These are the mostly older 
professors who provide the bulk 
of lectures for our students. Re- 
tirement is virtually unheard of 
here. Even when it is not always 
paid on time, the income is still 
preferable to a pension which is 
totally inadequate for survival. In 
fact, most professors hold down 
two or more jobs. One (middle- 
aged) Russian philosopher cynically insisted 
that most of his colleagues are much too 
busy staying alive to come up with any new 
ideas. Not only is the faculty relatively old, 
there is little room for younger appointees 


Second C. WP 
Value Card 


The Secon tae 


Medowlands Square, Ancaster 


Cordially invites all 
Redeemer College students and staff 
to enjoy a 
Free Regular Size Coffee, Tea or Cider 
with the purchase of any 
dessert or muffin 
during the month of October 


Your special value card can be used 
over and over again, until October 31, 1997 
to receive this offer. Simply show this card at 
the time of purchase. 


Enjoy the atmosphere of The Second Cup - It’s 
always time for a great cup of coffee! 


The Bearer of this card is affiliated with Redeemer 
College and is entitled to one FREE REGULAR 
SIZED CUP OF COFFEE, OR TEA, OR CIDER with 
the purchase of desert at regular price (muffin, cookie, 
scone, tart, or cake), This coupon is not valid with any 
other offer, Offer expires OCTOBER 31, 1997. 


and, consequently, little room for new 
things. The department of religion, like 
‘politology’ or political though, is still lo- 
cated within the faculty of philosophy; it 
may have abandoned its older title of “sci- 
entific atheism’ but it has certainly not left 
atheism behind. While an Orthodox priest 
does teach there on a part-time basis, Chris- 
tianity is not readily welcomed. Our stu- 
dents tell us that Job and parts of Genesis 
are read in philosophy of religion courses, 
but discussion of such passages relegates 
them to parity with other religious writings, 

Changes in the political scene have 
given philosophy a new role. For much of 
this century a philosophical education au- 
tomatically opened the doors to a political 
career, but that is no longer an unquestioned 
assumption, A degree in philosophy still 
carries much prestige, but a legal degree is 
now more likely to pave the way to suc- 
cess. Even if many professors have not yet 
come to terms with this, and our students 
are somewhat dismayed by new challenges, 
the new situation is in fact a much healthier 
one, since philosophy is being definitively 
freed from its ideological chains. Periods 
of transition bring their own troubles, yet 
they also provide windows of opportunity. 
This is the context in which we seek to ap- 
ply the Christian reformation approach 
which undergirds our thinking, encourag- 
ing a re-examination of a long proud tradi- 
tion in Russian Christian thought, yet with- 
out fear of the future, since it is the same 
Lord of history who holds both in his hands 
? 
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UP AND 
GOIN E 
ARTS EVENIS: 


October 17 


Redeemer College 
Concert Choir 


Membership Rally 
at TDCH 


October 31 


Redeemer College 
Concert Choir 


Concert for Senior 
Citizens Day 


November 6G - 
December 4 


Guest Art Show 


Chris Overvoorde 


November 14 


Mixed Student 
Recital 


The Arts 


Friday, October 17 


Glimpses of God’s Creation 


Mike Vandeboor Offers a Ditterent Perspective 


by Jane Hogeterp 
Christians often 
speak of their belief that 
God reveals himself 
through the intricate 
beauty of the outdoors. 
Mike Vanderboor dis- 
played this belief 
through his art show, 
“Looking in From the 
Outside,” which opened 
in the Redeemer gallery 
on Thursday, October 2 
at 8:00 p.m. In the show, 
Mike shared glimpses of 
the places in which he 
experienced the joy and 
serenity of God’s cre- 
ated beauty in nature. 
Mike’s objective in 
this display was to point 
out that he, as the artist, 
shows only a portion of the whole that he 
has seen; he displays only what he wishes 
the viewer to see. Thus, the viewer only 
sees a fragment of the whole sight that Mike 
saw when he created the art. Mike showed 
this in two ways. First of all he displayed 
twelve large photographs of the outdoors, 
including landscapes, canoe scenes, and 
waterfall scenes. While these pictures dis- 
played stunning views of nature, they only 
showed a small portion of the whole scene 
which Mike saw while he was photograph- 
ing. One shot of a waterfall was particularly 


misleading because, though the picture it- 
self represented a beautiful scene, the place 
where the picture was taken was actually 
littered with garbage; Mike managed to con- 
ceal this by hiding the garbage with the 
boundaries of his photographic lens. 

The second way in which Mike dis- 
played the viewer’s limitation was by cre- 
ating his own live outdoors scene in the 
middle of the gallery, which he concealed 
with a large octagonal structure of con- 
nected walls. On five of the structure's 
walls, Mike displayed photographs of small 

fragments of the 
the 
walls. Mike also cut 
small peek-holes 
into the other three 
walls so that the 
people could see 


world inside 


the entire scene in- 
side. Once again, 
Mike was the only 
person who knew 


this art piece, be- 
cause he had been on 
the inside creating it, 
while the viewers 
could only see frag- 
ments of what was 
inside 

Mike’s artistic 
declaration did not 
end with pointing 


the art viewer. In his 
artist’s statement, he 
challenged people to 
get beyond their 
limitations as gallery 
viewers, and actu- 
ally get outdoors to 
experience’ _ the 
beauty, which he 
had represented, for 
themselves, For this 
reason, he indicated 


small glimpses of 


the entire context of 


out the limitations of 


the locations of each photograph so that 
people can seek out the beauty which he saw 
in these locations. Mike testified that God 
speaks to him most powerfully through the 
beauty of the outdoors; his testimony is also 
a challenge for everyone to explore God’s 
creation and feel His presence there. @ 


Last night in dark pavement streets 
I went 

with two brothers straggled-haired 

who, in fact, sang while walking 

lankily down the winding roadway 

about He who is my God 

and showers soft dropped down 

into my weary green eyes 

and these salty drops 

fell to the ground and made the 

4 am streetlamps 

reflect shimmering light 

and their music shouted 

cries of my heart 

rain washing me clean 

with prayer 


rain fell tangling and soaking 

my dimmed golden locks 
washing away my mask 

of covergirl and exotic liquid liner 
we were a ring of three 

with gentle rain 

the caress of God's Hand 
whispers of where to start from 
again 
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that, he'll get a mark in the Book of Life.” 


--Prof. Bert Polman 
If at firs : ) 
When tee. oe colng We ear t you don’t succeed, destroy all evidence that you tried, To collect fumes of sulfur, hold a 
reproducting?” deacon over a flame in a test tube. 
A conclusion is the place where you got tired of thinking. 
-Jason Hofing P ‘ate 6 The moon is a planet just like the 
i d aw earth, only it is even deader. 
ee ee Experience is something you don’t get until just after you need ae . 
will blow your head off!” it. A fossil is an extinct animal. The 


older it is, the more extinct it is. 


--Ms. Kip Longst — ; : ree 
s. Kip Longstaff For every action, there is an equal and opposite criticism. When you smell an odorless gas, 


“There's nothing like sucking on the it is probably carbon monoxide. 


Jueen’s head to make you feel better-- ; itates i 
Queen's head to make you etter He who hestitates is probably right. The ikccoiaila or cea 


especially the Dutch Queen. Never do card tricks for the group you play poker with. are arteries, vanes, and caterpillars. 
--Prof. Ray Louter (on Wilhemina Blood fl d d 
peppermints) No one is listening until you make a mistake. lood Hows Gown ONS: iiiias 


up the other. 


“Hello, would Mr. or Mrs. Redeemer 


itaaeae Success always occurs in private, and failure in full view. 


Definitions 
--felemarketer trying to recruit 7 a =f f : i ‘e ire i . 
sabbath The colder the X-ray table, the more of your body is required On | Germinate: To become a naturalized Ger- 
customers for a phone company. 
it. man 
“You can’t blame Jefferson for \iakenet:” Setviet fdr ties eit ficial 
yuppies who want to earn a whole lot of The hardness of the butter is proportional to the softness of the rise BY 


ing all over a dead cat. 
money and snort cocaine on the week- bread 


end--Jefferson would find that appall- 
ino” 
--Prof, Ellens (in discussion on the The severity of the itch is proportional to the reach. 
pursuit of happiness) 


Vacuum: A large, empty space where the 
pope lives. 


' Rhubarb: A kind of celery gone blood- 
éShs is not a geotlembn, ahs ie tot To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism; to steal from many _| shot. 


Prof. Ellens.” is research. 


Glendale Motors 
ot have ths allowing Wind often necessary to rise above _ a 
se iave the following madness up my rout orincinee I ouchless C al W ash 


--Prof. Bert Polman 407 Wilson St. E. Ancaster 


Two wrongs are only the 
beginning. 


_._Pr Pl l , nn . rcs 4 
Proj. Plantinga lo succeed in politics, itis 


Guestien ef ihe ses 
Week 4 


What is the best practical joke you’ve either car- 
ried out or had done to you? 


“Relocation of all my clothes to cream. 


the back forty.” --Devon Paul ” / 02 0 off 


--MelitaPoelman “Being stripped totally naked by A yA i a 
my dorm mates and nearly being ] epdll S : Ol 
Redeemer 


“TI was locked into a bathroom tossed onto the porch. . .two 
Students 


1? 


with three girls, who were shaving years in a row 
their legs, while the fourth girl --Dan Van Minnen 
read stories to them.” 
--Matt Torrance © Having all the dorm’s tooth- 
brushes stolen, put into a cup 
“The shaving cream on my hand, filled with pickle juice and every 
while I was sleeping trick. As a spice known to man, and frozen.” 


Doug Kloet | 


Rob Brouwer 


648-4113 


result, I swallowed some shaving --dorm 29 
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